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What’s next? 


Seriously, what’s the next thing that’s impact- 
ful enough to make us collectively gasp? I don’t 
even want to know. I understand that New Year's 
Day doesn't work like a light switch, but I have 
never chased a year out the door like this one. 

Reset! 

2020 was supposed to be incredible. We 
were supposed to be zipping around in flying 
cars and I was promised self-lacing shoes years 
ago. I would have settled for a meal-in-a-pill, but 
this?! This is not the 2020 I imagined. 

Science fiction has been leaning on this 
mythical year for eons, all while chasing the 
wrong narrative. Befriending aliens and colo- 
nizing alternate planets are common fodder for 
comic books and for generations of television 
programming. No one mentioned a toilet paper 
shortage, nor was there a mention of having 
enough toilet paper—toilet paper was not dis- 
cussed on any bridge of any spacecraft. 

Cut to reality, and we've got people clog- 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


UNCLE! 


ging up Target, buying bathroom tissue as 
if they've got five butts—that is, if they can 
afford to. Hardship and tumult have taken 
center stage, drowning out the tech and glitz 
that Га always attached to "the future." Our 
concerted efforts saw five years' worth of 
change crammed into a few months as we put 
on a mask and took two steps back from one 
another. Imagine explaining life today to your- 
self, just one year ago. 

Let's not forget the good stuff: resilience— 
both human and industrial—has shined bright 
in 2020. People adapted to new work envi- 
ronments as industries re-tooled in favor of 
pandemic-management. Neighbors banded 
together to rebuild in the face of civil unrest. 
We're looking toward a fresh start with a new 
President. And we got sweatpants back. 

If I could go back and warn myself, I'd tell 
myself to practice longer shopping trips. No 
more of these four-times-per-week grocery 
runs, where your hands are your shopping 
receptacle. And get used to eating in your car. 


You're gonna hate it. Га tell myself to invest in 
the hand sanitizer industry and the mask-mak- 
ing supply chain. Oh, and you can stop worry- 
ing about your commute. 

In March, I wrote an article about businesses 
(mostly) voluntarily closing their doors in an ef- 
fort to quell the spread of COVID. In that piece, 
I mention the newly imposed “two-week shut- 
down" being insurmountable for many of the 
people facing it, and how being closed for two 
weeks could prove fatal for some businesses. 
Nine months later, and that two-week period has 
yet to relent in many cases. One after another, 
we've seen businesses and restaurants fall victim 
to the times. The people who those places were 
comprised of were left to explore a new normal— 
a normal that likely hasn't been super fantastic. 

We head into 2021 and we strive to be OK. 
We're going into the new year armed with a 
vaccine; we've got a bottled promise of life the 
way it used to be. I won't guess how far into the 
future we'll have to go to get to the familiar past 
—-I’m along for the ride. I 
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A WORD ІМ EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Living Alone...Almost 


I don’t always have mice, but I live in a hun- 
dred-something-year-old brownstone, and at 
the first brush of snow, they store their towels 
and beach umbrellas, their picnic baskets, their 
sandals and suntan oil—in their fair-weather 
Kenneth Grahame habitats and head for their 
centrally heated brick and mortar winter digs. 

Like many northern drivers, who each win- 
ter lose any remembrance of how to navigate 
on snow and ice, their spinning wheels burning 
clear down to the pavement without achieving 
traction, we owners of these murine motels 
never remember-or prefer to deny-that once 
again we will be spending the long, dark sea- 
son no longer alone, no longer the kings of our 
castles until May buds blossom. 

Climate is changing. I’m not arguing, it’s 
a fact. I didn’t see a single fly in my kitchen 
this summer; nary a mosquito drew blood out- 
doors, or whined through my restful nights. Of 
course, murder hornets, brown marmorated 
stink bugs, zebra mussels, and green crabs are 


marking new northern territories, while Sil- 
ver (jumping) carp are in the Mississippi, but 
they’re not in Minnesota. Yet. How will we fare 
when they do arrive when we-or at least I, and 
this is my story-can't cope with winter waves of 
Mus musculus Linnaeus? 

And they are winning: truly wild mouse popu- 
lations, research reveals, are now less populous 
than the semi-domesticated ones foraging in your 
cupboards. Maybe they watch nature programs 
and observe other critters using homo saps to 
gain creature comforts, or maybe it’s just my 
imagination, but this year they’re bolder, more 
numerous, hungrier than in previous years. 

They don’t sit up and demand, I still just 
glimpse the usual fleeing brown streak, but 
they no longer have qualms about my presence. 
Lights on and moving about, they are mere feet 
away, still chewing. My first inkling that it was 
“that time again” was a recent gnawing sound 
one evening as I sat reading: A hole in a pack- 
age of Saltines Га left on the dining room table. 


Easily remedied; I discarded that pack, put the 
rest in a cloth shopping bag and hung it up from 
the end of a bookcase, like we used to hang up 
bacon from bears in Canada. They climbed the 
books, chewed through the bag... 

Time passed. More gnawings. Louder, more 
frequent. I had ramen soups I thought were 
secure in Styrofoam cups, shrink-wrapped in 
cardboard covers. The sound of tiny teeth on 
Styrofoam in the dark of night resonates like 
mastiffs on a moose shin. Later gnashing and 
scrabbling in a bedside table drawer proved 
that foil-wrapped breakfast biscuits were eas- 
ily detectable to quivering, sensitive noses. 
Kleenex tissues turned to lace indicated I was 
providing nest material as well as a varied diet. 

I have obtained several 17-gallon wheeled, 
plastic, airtight containers in which Гуе 
stashed every edible not in cans, and the house 
has returned to summer-silence. The little fel- 
lows have not yet learned to use can openers, 
but they have time on their side. I 
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The Dream of | 
Owning A New 


Car Dealership 


By Randy Stern 


It is a dream for many of us to own a busi- 
ness. We can certainly use a lot more LGBTQ- 
owned and operated businesses in every sector 
ofthe economy. 

It was a just matter of time until our communi- 
ty would see an automotive retailer become whol- 
ly owned by one of our own. That news came on 
September 30, when Bill Bertrand bought out 
Chippewa Valley Mazda in Chippewa Falls, Wis- 
consin from Morrie’s Auto Group. He is one of 
the first LGBTQ automotive retailers with 100% 
ownership of a new vehicle dealership. 

Bertrand was with Morrie’s for almost 20 
years before buying out the Chippewa Falls 
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store. “I think I did every piece of the job at the 
dealership up [until] that point,” said Bertrand, 
“I started out with them as a [finance & insur- 
ance] manager, ultimately became a general 
manager, a used car manager before that, and 
a minority partner for a number of years—and 
had the opportunity [for ownership] as we've 
evolved and changed owners and changed 
people along the way." 

“When the timing was right,” Bertrand ex- 
plained, “I made that decision to approach my 
partners [at Morrie's], approached the inves- 
tors in the store, and really ask them or posi- 
tion myself to be in a spot where I felt comfort- 


able asking for full control or full ownership of 
the store." 

'There was one key reason for Bertrand to 
buy the store in Chippewa Falls. “I had part- 
nered with Morrie Wagner [founder of Mor- 
rie's Auto Group] for a number of years and 
really, the motivation came down to what the 
original Morrie and the original founder of 
this company always drove the business by," 
Bertrand explained, “and that was the people. I 
had worked with most of these people side by 
side for a number of years." 

Bertrand continued, “I think it came to be 
a point where I had to make a decision in my 
career, knowing that I want to realize owner- 
ship of a store or move on and do something 
different at a different level. It was, ‘Do I posi- 
tion myself where I ask to buy this store for 
the people? Or do I move on and do something 
different?" 

It also came down to another important 
factor for Betrand. He explained, “I love the 
community that I live in. I love the people that 


Continued on page 12 


е. 


АМ. 5 ВАРО Share the love EVENT 


L9 9 m 
Get-a great vehicle and Subaru will donate $250 to 
your choice of charities now through January 4. 


=> suBARU 25 Bloomington 


7801 LYNDALE AVENUE 5. BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


12 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 17-30, 2020 


are here at the store and I’ve worked with side- 
by-side for so long. I think we’ve done great 
things. This is something that I’ve been used 
to coming to every day so there was just no 
question that it was something I wanted to do, 
it was just how I got from A to Z." 

Getting “from A to Z” was indeed a task for 
Betrand. Lavender Magazine interviewed him 
back in 2008 or 2009 when he was a general 
manager of another Morrie’s store in the Twin 
Cities. We asked him about how he felt being 
a leader in an industry that did not welcome 
LGBTQ employees at that time. “It’s a proud 
moment to think back then because I was re- 
ally nervous back then doing that interview,’ 
explained Bertrand. “I thought, ‘Wow. What 
does this look like for the company that I work 
for and what are they going to think of it?’ And 
[Morrie's] embraced it, which is great and 
fantastic and all the things I love about being 
part of that company. But I look back now and 
Ithink, wow, it's interesting that I was nervous 
and I had that perception at that point in time 
because it was new and it was different, and I 
think it’s even more unique coming from be- 
cause we all have that stigma." 


Any business transaction during a 
pandemic is a risky move. Especially in an 
industry that had seen a waves of change. 
Bertrand pointed out that “[the] industry 
and our business model is changing a lot. 
We're a Mazda store sitting in western 
Wisconsin, and one would think, ‘How 
much business can that person do?’ What 
I’m realizing is your rooftop is as big as 
an internet address and as good as the 
cars that you carry and the marketing 
that you do, and the customer experience 
that you deliver from having happy em- 
ployees and solid employees and a good 
background of diversity.” 

But, Bertrand sees a bright future for 
Chippewa Valley Mazda, and himself in 
the automotive retail business. “A couple 
things that I’m most excited about having 
ownership of the store,” said Bertrand, 
“one is that we're all like little babies 
no matter where we're at in life. We all 
probably want to grow to a degree. In the 
future, I'd love to expand. I'd love to get 
more stores and I'd like to stamp that out. 
For today, what I’m going to spend my 
time on focusing on is [the] culture [of 
the store]." 

As for the store's performance, Ber- 
trand pointed out that Chippewa Valley 
Mazda store has "traditionally sold a 
couple hundred used cars a month which 
is an anomaly," According to Bertrand. 
"We're ten to one new to used car ratios, 
and that's an anomaly in our industry. 
What I'd like to see is that we continue 
to drive as a regional hub. We continue 
to deliver great exceptional guest experi- 
ences. I bought the store for the people. I 
bought it as much for myself as I bought 
it for the people who work here. I want 
to continue to enhance and enrich their 
lives." 

Gaining ownership of any business 
is a huge task in itself. With the years 
of experience behind him, Bertrand has 
a solid base that he cultivated under the 
Morrie's banner. This is why is move to 
buy out the store with a 10096 ownership 
stake is a huge step in Bertrand's career, 
as well as an advance in our community's 
presence in a part of the industry that did 
not welcome us over a decade ago. 

If you get a chance, pop out to Chippe- 
wa Falls and visit Bertrand at his Mazda 
store. Congratulate him. Maybe consider 
taking one of his inventory of new and 
used vehicles home. ll 
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ANGRY JEFE 


Out With The 
Old, In With The 


Food 


By Kassidy Tarala 


As the Twin Cities mourns the beloved restaurants and 
bars that were shuttered due to COVID-19, we have a 
whole bunch of new establishments to welcome to the 
food scene. 


I moved from my hometown outside of Milwaukee to the Twin Cities 
in 2015, and I very quickly discovered that I found my forever home. But 
when I accepted a new full-time job in Madison, Wisconsin, back in Janu- 
ary, I had to temporarily leave my beloved cities. Because of COVID-19, 
I've been working remotely at said full-time job since March, and I was 
able to move back to the Twin Cities in September. While returning gave 
me an immediate sense of calm—I was finally home!—it also left me 
with a bad feeling in the pit of my stomach. 
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I was only gone for about nine months, but so much changed within 
that time. Following protests in response to the police murder of George 
Floyd, buildings were burned down, and there are messages of mourn- 
ing, grief, and hope sprayed across the ones that remain. Soon after I 
moved back, I visited George Floyd Square. Several months after Floyd's 
killing, the grief is still tangible. Our cities are in an immense amount of 
pain, and you can feel how deeply that pain is felt by driving or walking 
around the neighborhoods. 

While we've had to confront our long history of racism in the Twin 
Cities, we have also been facing the many struggles of the COVID-19 
pandemic. As I write this, Minnesota's cases and deaths are on the rise, 
and many folks are having to make the difficult decision to forego holi- 
day plans this year. Many of our treasured restaurants and businesses 
have left us, too. The year 2020 has certainly taken its toll on the Twin 
Cities, exposing our weaknesses and forcing us to rebuild. But the good 
news is, despite all that we have lost, our communities are coming to- 
gether like never before to create a future that is even better than our 
past. 

Here are some establishments that we have lost in 2020, as well as 
some new ones that we have to look forward to in 2021. Whether we are 
able to enjoy these new spots in person next year, or need to continue 
ordering delivery or curbside pickup, let's look into the year ahead with 
hope—and empty stomachs. 


FAREWELL... 
BAR LUCHADOR 


We lost this iconic Mexican restaurant, located in Stadium Village, 
early during the pandemic. For me, personally, this was a tragic loss. 
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Bar Luchador was where I spent much of my 
time as a student at the University of Minne- 
sota. It’s where I would go for happy hour spe- 
cials with friends and classmates. It’s where I 
enjoyed some of my first dates with my partner. 
It’s where I ordered my first legal margarita. 
It’s where I would fill myself up on veggie ta- 
cos and chips and guacamole. For students and 
alumni of the University of Minnesota, the loss 
of Bar Luchador was a big one. 


GINGER HOP 


Im convinced that the closing of Ginger 
Hop was a loss for everybody. I mean, it truly 
had everything. From its delicious spring rolls 
and banh mi to its long list of burgers and 
seafood options, Ginger Hop was a mix of fla- 
vors—each better than the last. Whether you 
enjoyed a meal on the sidewalk on a warm sum- 
mer day, gathered in a cozy booth with friends 
and family on a snowy evening, or simply en- 
joyed its basement club, Honey, which has also 
closed, you surely have some good memories 
of Ginger Hop. 


FUJI YA 


Fuji Ya will forever hold a special place in 
my heart. This is where I went when I wanted 
to treat myself to absurd amounts of sushi. It's 
where I spent a couple of anniversaries with my 
partner, where I made my family try sushi for 
the first time (let's just say they'll be sticking 
to cooked meats...), and where I celebrated 
New Year's Eve in 2018. Fuji Ya was an Uptown 
staple for all sushi lovers, and it will be greatly 
missed. 


THE 508 BAR + RESTAURANT 

Tucked away in the Warehouse District, 
The 508 Bar + Restaurant was a go-to down- 
town spot for a quick bite to eat or cocktails 
with friends. It’s where I made a tradition with 
my best friend of celebrating International 
Women’s Day over shared appetizers and cock- 
tails every March. It was cozy, always bustling, 
fun, and welcoming to everyone. 


RAH'MN 

Iabsolutely hate winter. I hate cold weather. 
I hate snow. I hate clunky boots. I hate hats. I 
hate the endless layers. But what I always loved 
on a dreadful Minnesota winter evening was 
warming up to a big bowl of ramen at Rah'mn 
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in St. Paul. The build-your-own ramen restau- 
rant was perfect for folks, like me, who like to 
switch up their ramen order or try something 
new. Our winter days will never be the same. 


WELCOME... 
THE GET DOWN COFFEE CO. 


This new Black-owned coffee shop opening 
in North Minneapolis is focused on one thing: 
community. A collaboration with Dogwood 
Coffee Co. and Houston White, The Get Down 
Coffee Co. is bringing specialty coffee to the 
north side of Minneapolis. Evident in its name, 
the coffee company is much more than just a 
caffeine fix: it’s all about the music, too. 


BELLECOUR BAKERY 

Located at the Cooks of Crocus Hill in the 
North Loop, Bellecour Bakery is the perfect 
spot when you’re craving something sweet. 
From its fresh croissants to authentic French 
patisserie delicacies, this new bakery will sat- 
isfy every sweet tooth. Not a dessert person? 
Well first of all, I’m sorry. But second of all, 
no worries. Bellecour Bakery also has a list of 
soups, salads, sandwiches, and coffee. 


B.A.D. WINGZ 
Admittedly, I don’t know much about wings. 


But I do know that fans of wings are dedicated 


and can spot a bad wing from a good wing a 
mile away. Despite its name, B.A.D. Wingz has 
so far made a good impression on the Twin 
Cities’ food scene. Plus, with events like Wing 
Wednesday and Tuesday Night Trivia, the res- 
taurant is more than good food; it’s also a good 
time. 


GANDHI MAHAL'S CURRY IN A 
HURRY 


You'll know when you've arrived at Curry 
in a Hurry—it's big, beautiful mural makes it 
hard to miss. If you're ever in the mood for cur- 
ry, and you either don't have a lot of time or you 
simply can't wait any longer, Curry in a Hurry 
is the perfect spot. I recommend the samosas 
and aloo matar gobi (with a side of garlic naan, 
of course). 


UNION HMONG KITCHEN 


The Hmong community has brought an 
abundant culture to the Twin Cities, and its 
food is no exception. Union Hmong Kitchen 
is a delicious spot with unique flavors that you 
truly won't find anywhere else. The communal- 
style Filipino cooking might not be ideal in the 
era of COVID-19, but that's just more reason to 
enjoy a family-sized meal by yourself (or, okay, 
enjoy leftovers the next day). Grab takeout and 
enjoy your feast in the comfort of your own 
home. ll 
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The Revolving 
Door of 


Stores 


By Kassidy Tarala 


Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, some stores have been 
shuttered. But with the loss of many Twin Cities gems 
comes the opportunity for new shops to pop up. 


The pandemic has taken a lot from us. Whether we lost loved ones, 
friends, our businesses, our jobs, or just our general sense of commu- 
nity due to isolation, COVID-19 has been anything but kind. Among 
the things we've had to say goodbye to this year are a number of local 
shops that couldn’t make it through the pandemic-induced lockdowns. 
Unfortunately, the majority of businesses that have closed are small, lo- 
cal, mom-and-pop type stores. While large, billion-dollar corporations 
received massive government bailouts, many small businesses were left 
to fend for themselves. Unsurprisingly, many were unable to survive. 

Here is a list of Twin Cities retailers we 
have lost to the COVID-19 pandemic, as well 
as a list of new shops we have to look for- 
ward to in 2021. 


FAREWELL... 9 
FIFTH ELEMENT RECORD a 
STORE - 2411 HENNEPIN Ve 
AVE., MINNEAPOLIS 7» 


'The Uptown favorite, known for its CDs, 
records, apparel, and more, permanently 
closed in March. The independent music 
store was a Twin Cities treasure, especially 
for those looking for unique sounds that might not be 
available in big box music stores. 


DEAD MEDIA RECORDS - 828 E. 35TH 
ST., MINNEAPOLIS 

The distinctive Twin Cities record store, Dead Media 
Records, was known for its vast offering of secondhand re- 
cords, books, CDs, tapes, and more. For music lovers and 
thrift store junkies, the loss of Dead Media Records will be 
felt for years to come. 


FLOTSAM + FORK - 3730 CHICAGO AVE., STE. A, 
MINNEAPOLIS 


The kitchen supply store Flotsam + Fork closed its storefront on Chi- 
cago Avenue, not far from where Minneapolis police murdered George 
Floyd in May. After the uprisings that followed Floyd's killing, the store's 
owners ultimately decided that it was time to close up shop. 
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DUKE ALBERT - 1701 NE MADISON ST., 
MINNEAPOLIS 


The Northeast location of Duke Albert closed its brick-and-mortar 
store during the pandemic, likely due to a lack of in-person shoppers. 
Though this is certainly a loss for folks who enjoy window shopping 
(during non-coronavirus times, of course), the store remains open 
online. 


WELCOME... 


RUSSELL * HAZEL - 212 3RD 
AVE. N., MINNEAPOLIS 


Partnering with MartinPatrick3, Rus- 
sell + Hazel is opening its stationery and 
lifestyle shop to offer all sorts of desk and 
office organization supplies, stationery, 
binders, filers, notebooks, calendars 
and planners, and more. After the 
business had to close its North Loop 
flagship location, the reopening in 
collaboration with fellow Twin Cities 

staple MartinPatrick3 is a welcome 
sight. 


PICCADILLY PRAIRIE - 
MALL OF AMERICA 


With a new location on the sec- 
ond floor of the Mall of America, 
Piccadilly Prairie is the perfect 

spot for art lovers and vintage fiends 
alike. Shop local artists' goods from t-shirts and baseball caps to posters 
and masks. All are stylish, one-of-a-kind, and Minnesota-centric. 


FOXWELL - 4400 FRANCE AVE. S., EDINA 

For those outside of the cities, you'll definitely want to have this new 
Edina store on your list. HGTV’s “Stay or Sell” hosts, Brad and Heather 
Fox, are showcasing their home decor and interior design in the new 
shop Foxwell. Come for goods from local crafters or just to browse the 
beautiful products. Bl 
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* We have always specialized in 
small group training. Our maximum 
of 4 members with a coach still 
stands and is perfect for the new 
normal of social distancing. 
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LOOKING AHEAD: 


Finance for the Future 


2020 has society collectively looking over its shoulder; we're all wait- 
ing for the next shoe to drop. Setbacks and shutdowns have people all 
over the world weary of spending and saving. Where do you allocate 
your investments in volatile times? Is it responsible to be invested right 
now? How deeply should I be invested; where should I be invested? 

For an educated take on my investment inquiries, I turned to Roya A. 
Moltaji, a financial planner and owner of ROYA llc (and friend of Laven- 
der) for prudent pecuniary advice: 


This year was full of curveballs, what has that done for fi- 
nancial planning? Are people changing investment strategies to 
match the dynamic nature of life in 2020? 

Luckily, the act of financial planning is designed to handle curve- 
balls. In the process of planning, we create a roadmap for goal achieve- 
ment. Of course, we all like to believe that life will go exactly as planned, 
but in reality, life is fluid and we'll all experience changes. The environ- 
ment around us is constantly changing and we need to be able to adapt. 
Our own desires and goals also change and what we think we want for 
ourselves in our twenties may change in our thirties, forties, fifties, and 
beyond. Part of the financial planning process is to create various sce- 
narios to help people quantify the financial impact of decisions or cir- 
cumstances they may be facing. Also, we develop a variety of investment 
scenarios to help determine the most appropriate path for our clients 
based on their stated goals and tolerance for risk. 

During the market downturn in March, there were three distinct re- 
actions when I reached out to my clients to discuss their accounts. Many 
people close to retirement were not phased at all. They often responded 
by affirming they've been through many ups and downs in the market 
and they know we have a strategy in place to get them to—and through 
retirement. Young investors who hadn't been invested in the 2008-2009 
market downturn were often frightened and felt they needed to flee to 
safety. Young investors who had the experience of being invested during 
2008-2009 by and large were considering adding as much money to their 
investment accounts as they could. 


What do you see happening in financial planning in 2021? 

I believe the desire for professional advice is increasing, and 2021 
will be no exception. There is a lot of information and a lot of hardship 
out there. There's a widely held belief that financial literacy is fairly low 
in this country, which also means many people don't feel confident in 
their decision-making capabilities when it comes to money. During chal- 
lenging times, people desire security, calm, and confidence. 


What should I (or anyone) definitely avoid right now? What 
moves are reckless in times like these? 

Avoid acting out of emotion with your money. It's reckless to “jump 
on a bandwagon” or to act out of short-term greed or fear. In fact, I'd rec- 
ommend against acting out of greed or fear at any time, and I encourage 
making a plan so you know when you're off track. Knowing where you 
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By Ryan Patchin 


are according to where you thought you’d be can help you determine 
how to course correct in a thoughtful and strategic way. 


Let’s say someone gets a bonus from their job, or they get a 
gift of $1,000. What's the smartest way to start investing or sav- 
ing with a relatively modest initial investment? 

The first thing to consider is that everyone is different and has a dif- 
ferent tolerance for risk and time horizon. Assuming this individual has a 
higher tolerance for risk, there are several online brokerage firms where 
you can open up an account, do some stock, mutual fund, or ETF re- 
search, and start investing. There are also some investment apps where 
you can do the same thing. Be sure to understand the cost structure of 
the platform you’re using and how to access information as well as your 
money. When I invested for the very first time at age 18, I decided to 
choose a company that I knew and it was a retail store that I shopped 
at consistently. Of course I didn’t know as much then about investing as 
I do now, but I looked at the performance chart and tried to do a bit of 
research to justify my “hunch” to invest in the company and I made the 
stock buy with the full understanding that I could lose my investment. 
From there, I continued to put small amounts of money into my online 
trading account in different companies I knew and liked, and that’s how 
my understanding of investment began before studying finance in col- 
lege—and eventually beginning my financial planning career. 


What is Relational Financial Planning? 

When my wife [deemed] me a relational financial planner, I looked 
up the term and found it wasn’t defined on the internet. I thought the in- 
ternet knew everything! I could talk about this subject for a while, but in 
brief, Relational Financial Planning means that relationship and experi- 
ence are prioritized as much as transactions and outcomes. To make the 
most mathematically sound decision with one’s money isn’t necessarily 
at the center of the goal. But to build a better relationship with money, 
with family, with intimate and/or business partners, matters as much as 
the financial outcome of an action. In fact, the emotional impact means 
as much as the financial impact. 


How can people find you if they’d like to get a jump on finan- 
cial planning? 
[Hopefully] I’m easily found! ll 


www.royamoltaji.com 
rmoltaji(dfinancialguide.com 
952-769-2126 

ROYA llc 

100 S. 5th St., #2300 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 


**Roya Moltaji is a registered representative of and offers securities and investment advisory ser- 
vices through MML Investors Services, LLC. Member SIPC. www.SIPC.org 

ROYA llc is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC, or its affiliated companies. 
100 S 5th St Suite 2300, Minneapolis, MN 55402 (612) 333-1413 
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Lessons To 
Be Learned, 


L 


By Kassidy Tarala 


In recognition of World AIDS Day 
on December 1, Daniel R. Sullivan, 
MA, LPC, BCAS, discusses the many 
roles he’s performed in relation 

to his own HIV diagnosis, and his 
experiences working with others 
living with HIV/AIDS. 


The COVID-19 pandemic has pretty much 
been all-consuming of our lives since March. 
But before the coronavirus, there was another 
epidemic that has claimed millions of lives— 
HIV/AIDS. 

Today, folks with HIV/AIDS can live long, 
healthy, and happy lives with the immunode- 
ficiency syndrome, but that, of course, wasn’t 
always the case. 

“I can barely remember when HIV/AIDS 
was not a part of my life. It certainly has been 
a part of my life for more years than not. It 
was 1981, and I had just graduated from high 
school. There were occasionally very brief and 
often hidden articles about this ‘gay cancer’ 
that started to show up in a few gay and bisexu- 
al men in NYC and San Francisco. The articles 
were often placed in the back pages of newspa- 
pers. It was all very hush hush. One year later, 
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there were louder rumblings about what had 
gone from being the ‘gay cancer’ to GRID-Gay 
Related Immune Deficiency,” says Daniel R. 
Sullivan, an HIV-positive therapist. 

It was not until the end of 1982 that that ter- 
minology was changed to AIDS: Acquired Im- 
mune Deficiency Syndrome, and by 1983, panic 
over the epidemic was growing internationally, 
Sullivan says. 

“There were talks of quarantining anyone 
testing positive for HIV, false information was 
rampant. Rumors led to irrational assumptions 
and behaviors. There was wide spread belief 
that a person could contract HIV by swimming 
in the same pool, drinking from the same glass, 
eating off the same plate, and sitting on the 
same toilet as someone who had tested positive 
for HIV,” he says. 

Sullivan was most frightened by the fact 
that when the AIDS pandemic was first recog- 
nized in 1981, the Ronald Reagan administration 
treated it like a joke. “Reagan himself did not ac- 
knowledge the existence of HIV/AIDS until late 
in 1987. By then, 23,000 people in the United 
States had died,” he says. “Even then, Reagan 
alluded to the fact that the disease could disap- 
pear simply by ‘moral standards’ being upheld.” 

In other words, if sex were kept in the con- 


fines of a monogamous, heterosexual relation- 
ship, HIV/AIDS would “disappear” according 
to Reagan. 

“How familiar does all this sound? Fool- 
ishly, I remember thinking, ‘well I’m sure glad 
we have learned from our mistakes. This would 
never happen again," Sullivan recalls. *Obvi- 
ously, 2020 has proven me wrong." 

Sullivan says he often reminds himself that 
if he could survive one pandemic, he can sur- 
vive another, a sentiment that he says many of 
his male clients share. 

Over the years, Sullivan has worked as an 
advocate, activist, friend, support network, 
volunteer, peer counselor, study participant, 
surrogate "son" for mothers who lost a child, a 
reassuring presence for folks who died of AIDS 
so that they wouldn't be alone, pall bearer, min- 
ister, therapist, public speaker, author, educa- 
tional counselor, and a gay man living with (not 
dying of ) HIV. 

Now, Sullivan works as a therapist, counsel- 
ing people who are newly diagnosed with HIV, 
“providing the resources they need, teaching 
them that the best advocate they have medical- 
ly is themselves, but most of all working with 
them to understand that life doesn’t end with a 
diagnosis of HIV,” he says. “As a matter of fact, 


it could be the beginning of something amaz- 
ing if they are open to it.” 

Sullivan says he wants people to know that 
HIV effects everyone differently, and that a 
diagnosis of HIV does not have to be a death 
sentence. 

“A person who has seroconverted, becom- 
ing HIV positive can live a happy, healthy, long 
life. With the ever-changing advancements in 
HIV medications, you can remain undetect- 
able, and thus cannot transmit HIV to someone 
who is negative,” he says. “Despite all of the 
advancements, each person needs to stay up 
to date on the constantly changing informa- 
tion; be aware of the medications out there like 
PrEP, which when taken daily, has a 99 percent 
effective rate for stopping the transmission of 

If you are negative, be informed and know 
what options are available for you to stay nega- 
tive, Sullivan advises. “If you are positive, keep 
informed, know and utilize the options avail- 
able to you. As an example, my first round of 
HIV medications I was taking six pills a day. 
Now, I take one pill per day. There is absolutely 
no need to live in fear. Live your life to the full- 
est, make a difference in the lives of those who 
enter your life." ll 
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East Central 
Minnesota 


Pride 


By Holly Peterson 


Considering the chaos of 2020, it is almost hard to remember the 
feeling of collective disappointment this spring when we realized that 
Pride celebrations would have to be cancelled in deference to the pan- 
demic. Then, as Pride month began and uprisings swept across the na- 
tion, we were reminded that Pride, too, began as a riot. We recalled the 
hard work of the LGBTQ activists before us as we stood alongside to- 
day’s racial justice activists. We remembered that the work is not done 
yet and we ended the summer advocating for Black trans lives. 

It is hard to know what 2021 will hold, but I know I am not alone in 
hoping that we will be able to safely gather and celebrate Pride in person 
again. As much as activism is the lifeblood of Pride, celebrating together 
is just as vital after a year like 2020. In Minnesota, we're lucky enough to 
have a number of Pride celebrations. If ever there was a year to double 
up on Pride, 2021 is going to be it. 

Phil Schroeder, who has been on the East Central Minnesota Pride 
(EC MN Pride) Board for the last ten years, was kind enough to walk 
me through the history, impact, and future of one of the few rural Pride 
celebrations in the country. 

EC MN Pride has been running since 2005, when the East Central 
Men’s Circle, a discussion group created by and for gay, bisexual, and 
questioning men of the region, decided to host a fifth anniversary party 
for their group. The East Central Men’s Circle was originally nervous 
about hosting the event. They were “unsure how a gay pride would go 
over in Greater Minnesota,” Schroeder explains. 

Consequently, that first year was relatively private. The men pooled 
together money to host a picnic, which was technically open to the pub- 
lic, but was not widely advertised. “We were skeptical about whether 
anyone from the LGBTQ community would show up in a public place,” 
said Don Quaintance, a founding member of the Pride Committee. “But 
a core group of fifty showed up for our first event, and it’s grown ever 
since." 

Annual attendance for the celebration now hovers around 400 people 
each year. The event is “primarily focused on reaching people in the 
five counties of Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs, Pine, and Chisago," says 
Schroeder, although there are frequently attendees from the Twin Cit- 
ies, Duluth, and parts of Wisconsin as well. 

Unfortunately, that original concern about celebrating Pride in 
Greater Minnesota was not completely unfounded. “EC MN Pride has 
endured despite a small segment of the local community's opposition, 
protest, and other means to create barriers—both in promoting the 
event and accessing the use of potential locations," Phil explains. 

'This opposition illustrates the importance of Pride celebrations in 
rural areas. “Many LGBTQ and people from other diverse backgrounds 
living rurally or in small towns still...find it necessary to go to neighbor- 
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Early ECMN Prides were held in Voyageurs Park in Pine City. 
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Great food and picnic have been a hallmark of ECMN Pride since its inception 15 
years ago. 


ing large cities to find connection,” says Schroeder. 

EC MN Pride offers another option: a rural, LGBTQ event. “Without 
the event, organizers believe there may not exist an ‘LGBT community’ 
in this part of the State,” Schroeder explains. Celebrating Pride in a 
small-town setting is empowering for a sometimes overlooked portion 
of the LGBTQ community. 

EC MN Pride has a legacy of special celebrations, from their 2013 cel- 
ebration of Minnesota’s legalization of same-sex marriage to their 2015 
celebration of the trans community. Most recently, in 2019, EC MN Pride 
celebrated a slew of anniversaries: the 20th Anniversary of the Mens’ 
Circle, the 15th Anniversary of EC MN Pride, and the 50th Anniversary 
of Stonewall. “In celebration of these milestones, we opened Pride 2019 
with a ceremonial ribbon cutting at noon,” says Schroeder, “It was so 
satisfying to see how far our Pride event had come.” 


The high of 2019 made the cancellation of 2020 even more heart- 
breaking. “We considered moving to a later date, or perhaps an online 
event of some sort, but eventually we decided to cancel while still re- 
minding people that ‘Pride is every day," Shroeder says. The board also 
hung a large banner in Pine City and provided stickers and flags for 
those who still wanted to acknowledge Pride. 

The board is already working hard on 2021 in the hopes that it will 
be safe to gather by next June. “Thanks to the generosity, flexibility, and 
support of our local and regional funders and a host of others, we are 
able to carry over our dates, venue, entertainment and programming,” 
Shroeder says, “The biggest change will be the move from what had 
always been a first Sunday in June event to now the first Saturday.” 

Even the musical lineup from 2020 is carrying over to 2021, which 
means that we can already look forward to performances from Mark Jo- 
seph and the American Soul, Rebel Queens, Jacob Mahon and the Salty 
Dogs, and Martina Marracino. 

After listing everything that is in the works, Schroeder stops himself, 
“Ultimately, the COVID virus will determine if a June 2021 event will be 
possible,” he says. The board is hopeful, but safety remains a key factor 
in their plans. 

EC MN Pride continues to grow. One of the few rural options for 
LGBTQ life and entertainment, this Pride celebration strives to be an 
inclusive, safe space for everyone. “While focusing on the inclusion of 
LGBTQ and other diverse groups...we hope will make the event open 
and welcoming to an even larger community,” Schroeder says, “The ba- 
sic premise of our project hasn’t changed much over the years, but the 
group’s capacity to put on a large, high-quality event grows each year,” 
Schroeder says. 

Let’s hope that in 2021 we will be able to celebrate the LGBTQ com- 
munity together once more. 

Information and updates on the organization’s website: www.East- 
CentralMinnesotaPride.org 

June 5, 2021 from 12PM - 5PM at Robinson Park, Pine City, MN ll 
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Lavender is delighted to announce the first 
recipient of the Lavender Scholarship. Taylor 
Ngiri Seaberg is a gender non-binary, third 
generation Kenyan-American multi-instrumen- 
talist, photographer, videographer, community 
organizer, and playwright. Originally, Taylor 
had planned to attend Universitat der Künste 
Berlin, but COVID complications put those 
plans on hold. What initially seemed like a 
setback positioned Taylor to the forefront of a 
historical summer on Minnnepolis' South Side. 

“Гуе been awarded grants for photograph- 
ing the uprising in Minneapolis this year, I was 
a resident in South Minneapolis who lived on 
35th and Chicago a week before George Floyd 
was murdered by Officer Derek Chauvin," Sea- 
berg tells Lavender. “After rallying for several 
weeks, I was feeling introverted and a need 
to retain my spiritual energy from the chaos 
fluctuating in the world... I leaned into much 
of the photography I resonated with as a child 
and was able to borrow rental cameras from 
white video technicians that aimed to increase 
accessibility for lower income artists of color 
by lending me some equipment, including a 
Canon EOS 5D Mark II—to capture the world 
around me journalistically." 

Seaberg's coverage of the rallies and dem- 
onstrations that followed the killing of George 
Floyd has garnered a lot of positive attention. 
"This year I've been awarded [two] grants. A 
Red Bull Arts micro grant and a micro grant 
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Taylor Seaberg 
Wins Lavender 


Scholarship 


By Ryan Patchin 


from the Foundation for Contemporary Arts.” 
“These are both artist grants for individuals 
who make experimental work.” Along with 
their photography, Taylor is the founding mem- 
ber of Black Velvet Punks, an all-black punk 
rock and hip hop group that includes bassist, 
Roderick Glasper, and drummer/vocalist, Trai- 
veon Dunlap. 

Recognition from Lavender adds another ac- 
colade. “This award means a lot to me because 
with it I can continue to support the Twin Cit- 
ies music collective, and an album project I am 
running called, The Art of the Revolution. This 
album includes [ten] Black artists [from] all 
around the Twin Cities.” “I worked in tandem 
with videographers like Nathaniel Nelson from 
Treedome in Winona. I want to use these funds 
to pay the engineer (s) that have been working 
on the project to help create exposure for the 
work of these artists.” 

Check out Taylor’s new music on Band- 
camp and follow Black Velvet Punks on Face- 
book. Ё 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


75 


Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & SunRooms / Finished Basements 


hl 


REMODELER 


House Lift 


All are Welcome! 

| Celebrate Christmas Eve 
with Plymouth, 

online at Plymouth.org 


Christmas Eve 
5:00 p.m. Family Service 
8:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 


& Plymouth 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


“ Му diagnosis doesn't 
get in the way of living 
my best life." 


Disability 


Your best life, your way. 


Whether facing an immediate concern or planning for 

the future, the experts at the Hub have years of experience 
helping people with disabilities, and the people who 
support them. A free resource. You can ask us anything! 
1-866-333-2466 disability 


mn.org Follow us on Facebook! 


20191 Si 
LOVE ¢ 
- Marria 


ISSUES 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/SUBSCRIBE 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 27 


Cultural Moments 
of 2020 


Listen, we all know that 2020 was awful. It was garbage, 
a dumpster fire; a trash heap.... whatever way you want 
to describe it, it sucked. It was not the year we had all 
hooped it would be. Regardless, there was certainly 
some history that was made and a lot of “firsts” that 
will help solidify 2020 as a year for the books. 


By Brett Burger 


VICE PRESIDENT KAMALA HARRIS 

Election 2020 had a lot of memorable moments including Maya Ru- 
dolph finding her way back to SNL or the infamous fly that landed on 
Mike Pence’s head during the debate. However, by far the most memo- 
rable - and truly historic - moment was after the race had been called on 
November 7th. For the first time in our nation's 244 years of existence, a 
woman had been elected to serve as Vice President. 

Kamala Harris will not only be the first woman to hold this position 
but also be the first woman of color – being both Black and Asian - to 
be Vice President. No matter what political party you associate yourself 
with, you cannot deny that this is a historical and important moment in 
our country's history. 


YEAR OF WOMEN IN MUSIC 


Album after album, song after song, 2020 was full of iconic albums. 
There is plenty of new music across genres, but it really was the year 
of women in music. Lady Gaga released her highly anticipated album 
Chromatica, where her transition from the song "Chromatica II" into 
"911" sent shockwaves through social media. Kylie Minogue reintro- 
duced herself to a generation of queer listeners by releasing her 15th 
studio album, Disco. 

Dua Lipa came out with her sophomore album Future Nostalgia 
which dare I say is better than her first which is a hard thing to pull 
off. Miley Cyrus rebranded herself and found her niche of music by 
transitioning into a rock-and-pop type singer with her new album Plastic 
Hearts. I was also introduced to so many new singers including, Megan 
Thee Stallion, Doja Cat, Rina Siawayma, and Chloe x Halle—whose mu- 
sic has been on repeat for me almost all year. 


RACIAL INJUSTICE AWAKENING 


When a Black person is murdered at the hands of police officers, 
it feels like our country hasn't progressed. There would be chaos and 
anger and then it eventually would fizzle and everyone would return to 
normal. That was until the murder of George Floyd, right here in our 
own community in Minneapolis, MN. Floyd, who was under arrest for 
allegedly passing a counterfeit bill, was pinned by a knee on his neck for 
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a period of 8 mins and 46 seconds, by a white police officer. His death led 
to protests that spread across the United States and internationally, and 
has led to countless conversations locally, nationally, and internationally 
about white privilege, police brutality, and more discussions about race 
relations. 


HARVEY WEINSTEIN CONVICTED AND THROWN 
IN JAIL 


The movie producer seemed to have his hands involved in just about 
every award-winning movie for years. In 2017, it was unveiled that he 
had sexual abuse allegations dating back all the way to the 70's. The 
allegations of nearly 80 women coming forward sparked the #MeToo 
social media campaign. It was finally time for the rich and powerful to 
be held responsible for their actions. Finally, it seemed that a sense of 
justice would be served as Weinstein had been arrested and charged 
with rape in New York in May of 2018. After two years of battling it out, 
he was convicted and found guilty on two of the five felonies—resulting 
in a sentencing of 23 years in prison. 


THE DEATH OF TWO LEGENDS IN AMERICAN 
POLITICS 


This year, we saw the death of a lot of celebrities and well-known 
public figures. However, there were two deaths that stung the most with 
many Americans. Representative John Lewis and Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg were two icons in the American Justice system. 
John Lewis, one of the “Big Six" leaders who helped organize the 1963 
March on Washington and played a key role in the civil rights move- 
ment. 

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was a titan throughout 
her career. Nominated by President Bill Clinton, Ginsburg spent a large 
majority of her time fighting for gender equality and women's rights. Be- 
ing only the second woman to serve in the highest court, her followers 
dubbed her “The Notorious R.B.G” due to her notable majority opinions 
and fearlessness to fight for equality. 


PRINCE HARRY AND MEGHAN MARKLE LEAVE 
THE ROYAL FAMILY 


The Royal family has been in the news a lot over the last decade from 
the marriage of Prince William, to the Queen's Diamond Jubilee and 
even the recounting of their lives in the series “The Crown" on Netflix. 
One could assume that the biggest surprise and story involving the Roy- 
al Family is when the couple announced they would no longer use their 
HRH titles and not receive public funds for royal duties. It was a shock- 


ing announcement and unlike anything we'd seen from the Royal family. 
The Queen said in a statement that they were “pleased that together 
[they] had found a constructive and supportive way forward." 


TIGER KING: MURDER, MAYHEM, AND MADNESS 


I think the earliest memory I have of the pandemic and being quar- 
antined was watching Tiger King. As the year progressed, we all started 
saying things like “Remember the ‘Tiger King’ phase of the pandemic?” 
The American true crime documentary miniseries streamed on Netflix 
and was watched by nearly 35 million people in the first ten days. The 
series focused on the inner circles of a group of people who claim to own 
sanctuaries for big cats. The series shines a light on how these people 
exploit these animals. Every episode leads you to think things can’t get 
weirder but sure enough....it does. Every time. 


THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


Of course, this would make the list of top moments of 2020. It’s the 
reason why so many things are the way they are from wearing masks to 
figuring out that some people haven’t been washing their hands properly 
for years. That’s right, some didn’t even really wash their hands and we 
had no idea. The pandemic has already killed thousands of people across 
the world however there is hope—and a light at the end of the tunnel. As 
we close out the year, there are multiple vaccines that are getting ready 
to be accessible to the public. 


AWARD SHOW FIRSTS: 

My first language is English however my second is Award shows. I 
like to watch a ton but really my main favorites are the big four and the 
Golden Globes. This year we saw a lot of firsts and history in the award 


show categories. Starting with the Golden Globes which were in Janu- 
ary, we saw Awkwafina win in the lead actress for "The Farewell” — the 
first performer of Asian descent to win in that category. Then came the 
Grammys where Billie Eilish, who was 18 at the time, became the first 
woman — and second artist in Grammy history - to sweep all Big Four 
awards: album, record, song, and best new artist. 

The Oscar awards were a few weeks later in which the film Parasite 
took home the most awards winning Best Picture, Directing, Feature 
Film, and Original Screenplay. While movies have won these awards 
before, it is the first non-English language film in Oscar history to win 
Best Picture. A few months later, and well into the pandemic, we saw the 
Emmy awards completely need to redesign their set up by doing it virtu- 
ally. The pandemic did not stop Schitt’s Creek from sweeping a total of 
seven Emmys breaking the record for most wins by a comedy in a single 
year. It also made history when it became the first show ever to win all 
four acting categories in the same year. 


ANIMAL CROSSING BRINGS NEW FANS TO 
VIDEO GAMES: 


'The game "Animal Crossing: New Horizons" came out in March and 
quickly became the reason why the Nintendo Switch was the hardest 
console to find this year. It was a hit breaking console game records left 
and right from physical to digital copies. Partially its success was due to 
the COVID pandemic however it was praised for its gameplay and cus- 
tomization options. The game was a sanctuary for those suffering with 
mental illness who were stuck at home. It helped bring people together 
from all around the world, allowing us to travel to islands. As someone 
who is a daily player, I highly recommend it. It's unbelievably fun and 
helps make the time pass wonderfully. ll 
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Give Ear // MERGES IN MARCH 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


The Year In Review - What! Learned During 2020 


This column appears in the “2020 Year In Re- 
view” issue of Lavender. But how do you review 
a year in which so much did not happen? What 
kind of review can you give to a year that, along 
about March, turned completely detestable? 

I could review 2020 by talking about all the 
GLBT and leather/BDSM/fetish events, such 
as the Pride Festival, Pride Parade, and all the 
Minnesota Leather Pride events, that did not 
happen. But that would just be depressing. I 
don’t need to remind you of everything that 
didn’t happen this year. You probably are de- 
pressed enough about it already. 

So let’s approach this review of 2020 differ- 
ently. When I meet adversity, I have learned to 
ask myself a question: “What am I supposed to 
learn from this?” If something bad happens but I 
learn something from it, that means it’s not total- 
ly bad after all. At least I will have benefited from 
the adversity by learning something from it. 

So what did I learn from 2020? What did I 
learn from a global pandemic, from widespread 
economic problems, from seeing massive in- 
stances of racial injustice (and the protests that 
these injustices inspired), from environmental 
degradation causing worsening fires, storms 
and floods, and from a nightmarish elec- 
tion season? (Not to mention missing all the 
fun things I have done for so many years but 
couldn’t do this year.) 

Consider America’s Great Depression in 
the 1930s. For the people who lived through 
that time and that experience, life changed. 
Even after things improved, their experiences 
of coping with the Great Depression colored 
their outlook for the rest of their lives. Boom 
times during the 1920s gave way to very dark 
times during the 1930s. And the darkness lin- 
gered for almost a decade until World War II 
came along. 

World War II was another dislocating ordeal 
to live through. In the USA it was a time of sac- 
rifice, rationing, and food shortages. Men were 
sent to battlefronts and women went to work in 
the factories to make war materials. No one knew 
how long the war would last or how it would end. 
Again, those who lived through it—who didn’t 
die as a victim of the war—came out the other 
side of the experience forever changed. 

Both the Great Depression years and the 
World War II years wrought changes both on 
an individual, personal level and on a societal, 
communal level. Society was not the same after 
either of these experiences. 
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Now let us consider a more recent example 
of a tragic era with long-lasting and life- chang- 
ing consequences: the AIDS crisis. Those 
whom AIDS did not kill still bear the scars of 
those years. And so do both the GLBT and gay 
leather communities. AIDS caused major loss- 
es and major changes in the makeup and cul- 
ture of both of these communities, and these 
changes still influence how these communities 
operates today. 

Just as AIDS caused major changes to the 
GLBT and gay leather communities, the cur- 
rent pandemic will cause changes for the whole 
world, and for all societies and cultures in it. 
Furthermore, those of us in the USA might suf- 
fer more effects, and more drastic effects, be- 
cause we have had to deal with so many more 
cases, and so many more deaths, than many 
other countries. 


— 


So what can we learn from all this? Events 
like the Great Depression, World War II, the 
AIDS crisis and today’s global pandemic are al- 
most guaranteed to prompt both individual and 
societal reassessment, both of the status quo 
and of goals and desires. The sexual revolution 
in the 1970s was a great time for many while it 
lasted, but people reassessed what they were 
doing when it suddenly looked like it could kill 
them. Likewise, the current pandemic is caus- 
ing society, and us as individuals, to reassess 
such things as festivals, parades, weddings, fu- 
nerals, church services and schooling— things 
that many if not most of us formerly took for 
granted as just the way things were. Now, sud- 
denly, just the simple act of going out to eat 
with a friend or group of friends needs to be 
risk-assessed. 

We in the leather/BDSM/fetish community 


Continued on page 33 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


The Rules of Contagion 
Adam Kucharski 
Basic Books, $30 


A mathematician and an epidemiologist at the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, Kucharski wrote 
his book before Covid-19. He analyzes infectious disease out- 
breaks, now including COVID-19, and applies that disease 
knowledge to other forms of contagion; virality spreads in a 
similar fashion in online manipulation, exploding financial 
bubbles, and disinformation campaigns. “Epidemiological 
thinking,” is the mindset needed by those scientists working 
with incomplete information, such as this heretofore unknown 
Covid-19 virus. Something must be done at the onset of a fast- 
moving, contagious virus, and a rough or incomplete hypoth- 
esis is better than nothing. Today, all the world’s countries are 
affected and are having to learn to share and change. His study 
of patterns and movements is timely today and will serve us 
well tomorrow. 


All the Devils Are Here 


Louise Penny 
Minotaur Books, $28.99 

Tired of being everlastingly “at home”? Head to Paris 
where Armand and Reine-Marie Gamache are on vacation 
awaiting the birth of a new grandchild. Walking back from a 
celebratory dinner, Armand’s elderly godfather Stephen is tar- 
geted by a hit-and-run assassin. The plot unfolds as Stephen 
lies near death in hospital. Secrets from his past emerge, a 
stranger is murdered in his apartment, and Armand seeks to 
learn why his son, also living with family in the City of Light, re- 
mains estranged. The families, the villains, and the devils con- 
verge. Penny pulls out all the stops weaving together threads 
from the Musée Rodin, a bar à vins, the Bibliothèque nationale, 
Stephen’s sumptuous digs, among them. An enthralling, dark 
Hallmark greeting from Penny: and she’s written fifteen more. 


American Art: Collecting and 


Connoisseurship 
General Editor Stephen M. Sessler 
Merrell, $70 

Elizabeth Brown’s foreword describes how in 2006, At- 
lanta collector Sessler created the nucleus of which became 
the Atlanta Art Forum that has continued to grow and prosper 
through the past twelve years, offering five programs annually 
designed for the serious collector. This handsome, lavishly il- 
lustrated volume contains twenty-eight “chapterettes,” essays 
donated by speakers from these years. The collection is gath- 
ered into three sections, “The Historical Overview,” “Connois- 
seurship and the Collector,” and “Changes in the Art Market.” 
Together, they offer an insider’s view into a special world, and 
cover a broad spectrum of topics, including honing one’s taste 
and eye, market trends, development of American Art, conser- 
vatorship, framing, selling, and legal issues. Informative, richly 
detailed, it’s up to you to decide whether to gift or keep. 


Fallout: The Hiroshima Cover-up 
and the Reporter Who Revealed It 
to the World 


Lesley M.M. Blume 
Simon & Schuster, $27 

Thirty-one-year-old war correspondent John Hersey head- 
ing home from Moscow in 1945 when the learned an atomic 
bomb had demolished Hiroshima. There was much flaunting 
of the destruction it achieved, followed by government cover- 
up and denial of radiation deaths, Lt. Gen Leslie Groves assert- 
ing radiation poisoning was “a pleasant way to die.” Nowhere 
were human faces attached to casualty rates. The press was 
admitted only under heavily monitored military supervision. 
With The New Yorker editors’ assistance, Hersey made it in. He 
interviewed six survivors of that fatal August morning, their 
harrowing tales the beating heart of 30,000-word, full-issue 
piece published in August, 1946. Blume’s exhaustive research 
details in splendid prose how Hersey persevered, demonstrat- 
ing to the world the full horrors nuclear warfare held for the 
future. Ё 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising @ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner 
for a diverse business community. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

www.disabilityhubmn.org 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Alzheimer's Association 

Providing free care consultations, 
community education programs, a 24/7 
helpline and support groups throughout 
Minnesota. 

7900 W. 78th St., Ste. 100 

Edina, MN 55439 

Helpline 800-272-3900 

alz.org/mnnd 
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The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 

www JustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Pride Institute 
Provides residential and outpatient 
treatment services for substance use 
disorder and addition exclusively to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

14400 Martin Dr. Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
55344 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

(888) 616-5031 

www.pride-institute.com 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
http://reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theatre and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 
952.934.1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.icgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual 
orientations, gender expressions and 
identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Children's Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 
http://www.chlss.org 


SENIOR SERVICES 


Senior Community Services 
Provides caregiver support, resource 
counseling for seniors, home chores for 
seniors, and Medicare support. 

10201 Wayzata Blvd., #335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


Stonewall Sports - Minneapolis 
LGBTQ+ community-based sports 
organization with new dodgeball, kickball 
and tennis seasons starting throughout the 
year. Visit our website to subscribe and 
receive season registration updates. 
www.stonewallminneapolis.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge For Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
other resources for runaway and homeless 
youth. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 

www.bridgeforyouth.org 


are used to being aware of and assessing 
risk. That puts us in a healthier position than 
many other people who have never before 
had to think about these kinds of things. 

We are still in the middle of this pandem- 
ic, so it is difficult to make predictions about 
what life will look like after the pandemic has 
been brought under control. But life, and so- 
ciety, and our community, will be different. 
We will have been forced to assess our pri- 
orities and make decisions and hard choices. 
Some of us, and some of our organizations, 
might have been running on autopilot and 
inertia, just doing things the way we have 
always done them—precisely because “that’s 
the way we've always done them." There's 
nothing like a global pandemic to shock us 
out of our comfortable routine and force us to 
assess things and make some changes. 

Some who have been coasting on iner- 
tia might drift away. Some who might have 
wanted to be involved, but have been resist- 
ing involvement, might decide that life is 
short and it’s time to go where they have 
been afraid to go. And some, denied the 
chance to do what they have done for years 
and taken for granted, might wake up and 
realize that things cannot be taken for grant- 
ed. When the pandemic subsides, they will 
again do what they were doing before the 
pandemic, but with renewed commitment, 
conviction, enjoyment and savor. 

On a personal note, during this time of 
“No, it’s not safe to do that,” I find myself 
remembering—and missing intensely— 
things I used to do, places I used to go, 
and people I used to see. That, for me, is 
a truly eye-opening learning experience. I 
am learning, and being forced to focus on, 
what is most important to me—and what is 
less so. What have I outgrown? What have 
I grown into? Once this pandemic is past, 
what will I do again with renewed enjoy- 
ment? And what will I let go? 

We, as the GLBT and the leather/ 
BDSM/fetish communities, will experience 
these same kinds of learning and make these 
same kinds of community decisions. What 
have we been doing just because we've al- 
ways done it? Which of these things are still 
worth doing? What have we really missed as 
a community? What has left a huge hole in 
the life of our community? That’s what we 
should renew when we can. 

We, as individuals and as community 
members, would do well to come out of this 
pandemic with this kind of learning and 
reassessment. If we can do that, we will be 
rewarded with lives and communities with 
increased vigor, purpose and enjoyment— 
once we have gotten through this yet-anoth- 
er-effing-growth-experience. li 
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AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


HAGEN S 2227 


Estimates 7am-5pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Roering Auto Body - Woman Owne 

90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 

www.roeringautobody.com 


We Take Care of you and your vehicle 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 
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Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Take PRIDE in your teeth 
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Geoff Sudit DDS, MS 


MEDICAL SUPPLIES 


GUN SHOPS 


| — ssins YOUR TARGET? =] 


Sight-in Package 


REAL ESTATE 


HOME SERVIGES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 
LICENSED AND 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


After a Century of Service - 


We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 
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COLDWELL BANKER Live Well... Invest Wisely! 
REALTY 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827.9537 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


CONSEQUENC 


As they say, elections have consequences. 

Somewhere around noon on Saturday, No- 
vember 7th, one consequence of the 2020 presi- 
dential election was that 79-million-ish Americans 
started celebrating, many in the streets. That 
included a whole bunch of LGBTQ-identifying 
humans and their allies who finally were able to 
breathe a collective sigh of relief. 

There are no words to capture the utter joy I 
experienced just now in writing the two preced- 
ing sentences. It’s as if someone with a crowbar 
pried a million bricks off my chest. 

More personally, the election had several 
other consequences. 

For one, I had been debating whether to re- 
turn to live in Iowa where I grew up, raised a 
family, and came out as Ellie Krug more than a 
decade ago. I'm truly an Iowan at heart and often 
think that when the time comes, I want my last 
few breaths in this world to occur on Iowa soil. 

I nixed returning to Iowa when the state went 
near completely Red in this election—the gover- 
norship (still in midterm) and Iowa Senate and 
House are majority Republican. Indeed, a few 
days after the election, Iowa Republican legisla- 
tive leaders announced they gauged the results 
so overwhelming that they believed it was a 
"mandate" from voters. 

For queer people, “mandate” is code for more 
attempts to pass anti-LGBTQ laws, particularly 
legislation that will seek to further marginalize 
transgender persons. This could come in the 
form of bathroom bills (where Га be forced to 
use public restrooms that conform to my birth 
gender), or restrictions on access to healthcare, 
or god knows what else. 

It just doesn't make sense for me to go from 
the Twin Cities, where I'm relatively safe to live 
as “me,” back to a state where elected leaders 
relish making me and others in my community 
second class citizens. I'd also always fear that as 
a trans woman who doesn't fully “pass” due to 
my voice, I might find myself in the wrong place, 
at the wrong time, with the wrong people. I just 
can't justify taking that risk. 

In summary, Iowa won't have this native 
daughter returning. At my age—soon to be sixty- 
four— this was probably the last window for me 
to get back home to replant roots. 

Writing that makes me incredibly sad. My 
heart is truly Iowan. 

This election also helped me decide not to 
run for elected office, something I had been kick- 
ing around for nearly a year. I’m convinced that 
most of our elected leaders have two major faults: 
they’re afraid to actually lead for fear that it will 
cost them political clout and they’re unwilling 
to use bold imagination to tackle problems in- 
novatively. Instead, most elected officials cower 
and default to same old, same old, strategies to 
problem solve. 

That largely explains why it seems that we 
hardly move the needle on intractable issues 
around skin color, income inequality, homeless- 
ness, and a host of other things that must be ad- 
dressed but aren’t. 


ЗА | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 17-30, 2020 


Td like to think that I’m not afraid to lead, and 
god knows, l'm always using my imagination, 
sometimes to my detriment. But I wanted to wait 
to see how things shook out with the 2020 results 
before deciding whether to run. Then, after some 
candid advice from a dear friend, along with a jolt 
of much-needed self-honesty, I decided that I just 
don't have it in me to campaign, ask for money, 
and do all the other crap that comes with running 
for elected office. 

Nope, I think that I should just stick with what 
I do best: talking to and inspiring humans on how 
to be more compassionate toward each other, 
particularly to those considered “Other” in our 
often narrow-minded and fearful society. 

One more personal consequence of Elec- 
tion 2020: I will redouble my efforts to bridge 
the huge divide between Red and Blue America. 
This includes doing far more work in greater 
Minnesota (and the larger Midwest in general). 
I've been pushing to no avail an inclusivity plan 
to reach those who live outside the state's urban 
areas; it looks like I simply need to push harder. 
(A Hail Mary: email me at elliejkrugQ gmail.com 
if you'd like a copy of that inclusivity plan; ГЇЇ take 
any helpI can get.) 

The problem, of course, is that I'm just an 
army of one (see a prior column where I whined 
endlessly about that...). Still, that's not an excuse 
not to try. 

Finally, the last few weeks, which have given 
me the ability to say, “Biden-Harris Administra- 
tion," have also allowed me to hope again. For 
sure, things are incredibly bumpy right now as 
the current White House occupant works to burn 
down the country on his way out the door. 

Yet, though, I again believe in the promise of 
America. 


It feels so damn good. li 


Ellen (Ellie] Krug, the author of Getting to Ellen: A 
Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change, 
speaks and trains on diversity and inclusion top- 
ics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can also 
sign-up for her monthly e-newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(d 
gmail.com. 
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JAMEZ SITINGS | BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


_THE GROSS 
YEARS_ 


1990 - 1992 

Seattle Racism 

From Queer Club Promoters 
to Driving While Black 
Thrown in Jail for crimes 
uncommitted 

Records permanently marred. 
1992 - Broken Heart Shat- 
tered 

Nervous Breakdown 

Lonely With Despair 

Escape The Deep White North 
to keep The Dream Alive. 


1992 San Francisco, The Return Home! 
Burglarized the very first day. 


1993: 

Police escort from Mother's Home 
Dared stand betwixt Children 

and Threat of Death. 

Haven't spoken with my sister since. 


94-95 

The struggle to survive. 
Part-time temp jobs 

99 cent two-wing dinners 
Working a Club Scene 

That worked to keep me down 
Threatened by lies 

Fearful of Truth 


1996 – 

The Fix-Up 

A Sexual encounter 
Multiplied into a Romance 
Blossomed into Love 
Flowers plucked 

crushed underfoot 

A Grown Man 

Afraid of Pinnochio 

Never was a Real Boy. 


1997. 

The Great Fire Of, 

preceded by Thirteen Deaths 
Another shattering 

of reconstructed heart 

Forced from Dream Job 

by one who wanted to be the Only 
Black Man. 

Kicked out of flat 

for not fucking David 

who never offered 

to share a bed. 

Grandfather dies saying, "Poor Annette. Poor 
Annette." 

Move back in with Mom, Poor Annette, 
And the kids 

and their kids 

All those people 

All that drama 

And a meth lab next door 
Burning Down The House. 


1998 — More of the same. 
Fewer fires. 


1999 
I don't want to die. 
I'd rather dance my life away. 


Prevent the spread, Minnesota. 


Continue to follow safe practices: 
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Wash your Get tested Stay 6 feet 


hands when sick from others 
(4) (5) (6) 
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Wear a Stay home Work from home 


mask when able when able 


mn.gov/covid19 
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